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And God blessed the seventh Day, and Sanclified it; : 7 


© D URING a, courſe of fiſteen years, I have ſo  _ 


of the Sabbath, that Scripture-paſſages an this | 
ſubject are with me almoſt exhanſted; otherwiſe - + 8 


I . - 5 F 18 W +F 
axe not at all unſuitable. . They contain an ac nk A 
of the firſt inſtitution of a Sabbath, or day of hole 
reſt. No ſooner was man created than a-Sabbalk 


and worſhip which rational creatures 'owe-to:the 
Maker and Sovereign If there were. go -— 8 
and ſtated ſeaſons for ſolemn worſhip and the tr? 5 
| ciſes of Religion, theſe, it is too prohable; WO 
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because that in it he had reste from all his 
Wark, which God created and made. 


0 : . N 3 ä 5 : f Fe 
ſrequently diſcourſed to you on the. ſanctiſication 


ſomething more expreſs, and directly applicable MY 
to the preſent occaſion, might havé been choſe nn 


though indeed the words which have, juſt read, 


7. 


was appointed; as that which is neceſſaty to ? 
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integrity, and became altogether corrupt and de- 
praved. Had he, after the fall, been left to 
Chooſe what part of his time he would devote to 
the more folemn duties of Religion, he would have 
deſired to be excuſed from obſerving any; as we 
evidently learn from the principles-and practices 
of avowed Infidels, who reſolve to regard no 
Sabbath; and from the practices of multitudes of 
profane ſinners, calling themſelves Chriſtians, who 
dare to ſpend the Sabbath in attending to the con- 
cerns of this preſent world, in following amuſe- 
ments and diverſions, or even in frequenting the 
alehouſe, and serving divers lusts and pleacures. 
But the great Creator and Judge of the world 
hath not left his creatures thus at liberty. After 
he had by his almighty word commanded the world 
into exiſtence, and had brought every thing into 
the intended form and order, as we are taught in 
the preceding chapter; his next work was the in- 
ſtitution of the Sabbath; which is related in the 
beginning of this chapter. Thus the heavens and the 
earth were finiched, and all the lost of them. And on the 
veventh day God ended his work which he had made; and. 
ie rele on the seventh day from all his work which le 
had made: And God blessed the seventh day, and 1ance 
tified it; because that in it he had rested from all his 
work, which God created and made; or, which he firſt 
produced out of nothing, and then diſpoſed in the 
moſt beautiful and harmonious order.. .. For the ex- 
©. plication and improvement of the paſſage, I ſhall 
\ . briefly conſider, e „ 
I. The Day, or proportion of time, which was 


8 * 


thus dignified and ſet apart. | 
II. The reaſon of its appointment, viz. becaus 
. - that in it God rested from all his work. 
III. What is implied in its being thus &es:ed and 
uanctiſed by him. erp, - be, | 
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I. We are to conſider the day, or proportion of timi 
dich was 50 remarkably ditinguiched from the teilt 
was the ſeventh day from the beginning of the 

creation, or from the firſt commencement of time; 1 

the firſt ſeventh day, and every return thereof; or 

a ſeventh part of” our time...., This appointment 

was, without doubt, religiouſly obferved by the 

ancient Patriarchs; and by all the faithful fervants 
of Gov, both before and after the deluge: and 
tit was renewed at Mount Sinai; and inſerted into 
the middle of the Moral Law, to fignify that it is 
of perpetual obligation upon all mankind.....In the 
beginning of the Goſpel-diſpenſation, the day was 
changed from what was then accounted the vevenrh 
to the rst of the week, becauſe on that day our 
bleſſed Redeemer roſe triumphantly from: the 
grave, after he had completed the great work and 
Er of love for which he became incarnate. - 
The Chittian Sabbath took place of the Jewill, 
which was then abrogated : Therefore St: Paul ex- 
horts the Colosriant, Let no man judge you in respect of 

_ the Sabbaths ; or, for not obſerving the Fewis 'Skb2 1 
baths. .. The primitive Chriſtians ſolemnized hhje 
firſt day of the week; as appears from Acts xx. 7, 8 
and 1 Cor. xvi. 2. and it is called, Rev. i. 10. 711. 
_ © Some have thought it probable, that the day 2 
the Sabbath was firſt altered at the giving of the 
Law on Mount Sinai, in memory of '{rael?s del, 
5 vVvVverance out of Egypt; and that the Chriſttan © 
. +, Sabbath is in truth the original day of reſt reftored.” 8 
again. But this is a matter too trifling for diſpute; 
ſeeing that the firſt of the week is clearly pointed 
out in the New Teſtament: And this heing obs... 
ſerved, the ſubſtance: and intention of the law of > 

the Sabbath is obeyed ; whickirequires; a feen! 
part of our time to be dęvotechto Religionn˖ 
Hi e who is our Creator, Sovereign, and Judge, 7 
and the Lord and Proprietor of all our time ha a 
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fix parts for the tranſaction of neceſſary worldly 


men, after ſix days o 


and pronounced it to be very | 
then entered, with its train of miſery and diforder. 


2 & 
oy 
% 3 
3 + . 
4 ? 
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buſineſs; and it muſt be exceedingly wicked, un- 
e and the worſt kind of facrilege, to rob 


m of any part of his own, for that purpoſe. 


4 7 
4 


rested from all his work.....In fix days he finiſhed the 
work of creation. It pleaſed his ſovereign wiſdom 
that the proceſs ſbould continue thus long, though 
he could have completed it in a moment of time: 
And he reſted therefrom on the ſeventh day, and 
beheld with complacency all that he had made, 
good. Sin had not 


After his own example, he hath commanded 
labour, to reſt on the 
ſeventh, and to do it in memory of the great and 


glorious work of creation. Thus it is expreſſed 
fourth Commandment; Six days «halt thou" 


ir, and do all thy work; but the Seventh day is the 


' Sabbath of the Lord thy God ; In it than salt do no man · 
der of <pork, c. 


cor, &. For in 5ix days the Lord made heaven 
dearth, the ea, and all that in them is, and regted 


tie zeventh day The people of Iſrael bad a fur. 


ther reaſon aſſigned for obſerving the Sabbath, viz. 


the memory of their deliverance from bondage in 


r 


in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord thy God brought 


Chriſtians have a ſtill further and more impor- 


F 


tant reaſon for keeping a Sabbath. They are to 

go it, not only in remembrance of creation, but 
likewiſe of redemption by CHRIST, and of his 
victory and triumph over Sin, Satan, Death, and 
Hell, in his. teſurrection from the grave. On the 


2: of ? 


ght to ſand part of it; even a third, or 
dne half, if he is pleaſed to do ſo. His conde- 
Teending goodneſs and bounty appear, in allowing 


II. A reaſon is here given why Gov ſet apart 
3 if the ſeventh day. It-was, because that herein God 


” 


\\ 


and diſtinguiſhed it from a 
it a day of Slessing ; a good and profitable day; the 
| beſt in the week to all that devoutly obferve it. 
He appointed it to be a day, on which his Church 


Creator, 


perous they may be. F 
He alſo ganctiſied it: or, made and pronounced 


4 Fg ” 7 
. F 7 


2 


firſt Sabbath, Gop reſted from the work of crea- 
tion. On the. Chriſtian Sabbath our Lord Jesus 
CurisrT reſted from the work of redemption ;- 
having fully completed it by his obedience to the 
law, and ſuffering of its curſe. By returning to 
life again, . it evident that he had nie, 
the transgression, made an end of tin, made reconciliation 
For iniquity, and brought in everlasting righteousness; and 
that He is able to save to the uttermost all that come to 


God through him. On this day then, the glory of 
Gin creation is to be contemplated by us; but 
chiefly, the glory of his free grace, and of all his. 


perfections, as ſhining with unparalleled luſtre in 


the work of ſalvation by CazisT; and on this 
day, the employment of heaven is to be begun by. 


thole who, upon good grounds, expect to be ad- 
_ mitted thither..... Which leads us „„ 


III. Fo conſider what is implied in the Lord's 


| blesding and sanctifying the seventh day... In the fourth 


Commandment, we are enjoined to heep holy the 
Sabbath-Day, becauſe the Lord Slessed and hallowed: 


(or ſanctiſied) iz: Which may teach us for What 1 


end this was done at the firſt. 


J 


He Blessed it; or put a peculiar honour upon it, : 
fi echoes days, He made 


and 1 are to bless and praiſe their great 


he will meet with and bless them, while they wait 


upon him; beſtowing his eſpecial favours upon 
them, and better bleffings than the world can ever. 
afford to its children and votaries, howeyer proſ- 

e 


- 


it holy....To ſanQify any perſon or thing, is to con- 


ſeerate it to Gop; to ſet it apart for his honour 
and ſeryice; and from à common to a holy. uſe. 


4s 


* 
* 


edeemer, and Sanctifier; and on Which 
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God ſanctified the Sabbath-Day, by thus ſeparating 
it from a common to a ſacred uſe, and by confe- 
crating it to be employed in his own immediate 
ſervice, and for his glory. It is thus ſanctiſied by 


him, ei ; 


I. To be a day of Reit, as the word Sabbath ſig- 
nifies; that men ſhould reſt from the work and 
buſineſs of their common callings, as Gov reſted 
thereon from the work of creation. The fourth 
Commandment, with equal ſtrictneſs, requires 
labour and industry on common days, and rest on the 
Sabbath. Six davs thou halt labour, and do all thy 


evork ; but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy 


Cod; in it thou alt do no manner of work. To the 
fame purpoſe, Exod. xxxiv. 21. Six days thou. chal? 


wwork ; but in the seventh thou shalt reit; in Eartnp-time 


(or Seed-time) and in HA RY EST thou halt ret *. 


It is the will of Gop that all ſhould ceafe from 
their ordinary employment; from acting in what 
relates to the preſent world; from ſpeaking of it; 


thinking about it, or giving any attention thereto; 


and much more from all vain and trifling amuſe- 


ments, pleaſures, and diverſions, and the ſervice 


of ſinful: luſts; according to Bai. lviii. 13. That 


thou turn thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure 


* was very much grieved to read a paragraph in Mr. Wheeler's Manchefter- 
Chronicle of Sept 23d, 1797, adviſing Farmers to work on the Sunday during 
. Harveſt, leſt the Corn ſhould be ſpoiled.....This*is a proof of the profane hem. 


infidel spirit of the times, which threatens to bring ruin upon a guilty. and 


ö —_—y nation... Many people are too much glued to the earth, and too 


tute of a ſenſe of eternal things, to need ſuch advice; and the practice of 


working on Sundays, both in Harveſt and at other ſeaſons, is become lament- 


ably common in ſome parts of England. Men that call themſelves Chriſtians, 
will not truſt God a ſingle day with their property; but plead neceffity for rob- 
ding him of his own ſacred-time, though he has expreſsly commanded, In 


.- HARVEST, (as well as other ſeaſons of the year), thou ſhalt reſt. This is no 
more a ceremonial precept than the fourth Commandment, on which it is a 


comment, and/intended on ores to take away every muck worm's plea of 
neceſſity .. For the credit of the people in this part of Derbyſhire, it muſt be 


acknowledged tha whatever other evils too much prevail, they are nearly 


free from eh Kind of profane infidelity. It is a rare thing to ſee or hear of an 


individual (of any denomination in religion) lifting a hand in the fields on the 
Lord's- Day during Harveſt: And I am ſure the hay and corn of my neigh- 
- baurs is no more ſpoiled, (nay I believe often leſs ſo), than theirs who dar- 
- ingly violate the Sabbath by Harveſt-Labour..-They who trample -on tbe 
Lord's precepts, may juſily expect him to ſend a Curſe-and curſe their Bleſſings. 
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on my holy day ; not doing thy own ways (or works), nr. 
finding thy own pleature, nor speaking thy own words..... + 


No employment that has reſpect to the world, or 
to the body, is then ſuitable or lawful, except 
what tends to prepare us for the proper duties of 


the days and except works of Mercy and Charity, 


and of preſſing Neceflity, ſuch as are deſcribed by 
our Saviour, viz. the leading of an Ox or an A to 

watering, pulling out an Ox or an Ass fallen into a Pit, 
preſerving the Life or Safety of Man or Beaſt, or 
any thing of the like urgent nature ; which any * 


perſon, whoſe conſcience is awake, can eafily diſj- 
tinguiſh from thoſe works which are not of real 


3 a | 
2. The Sabbath is sanctified to be a day, not 


merely of Reſt, but of holy Rest, and to be employed 


in holy and ſpiritual exerciſes. We are not to reſt 
in idleneſs or doing nothing. We are to abſtain 


from earthly delights, in order to enjoy ſpiritual 


pleaſures; and to reſt from worldly buſineſs, in. 
order to engage in that which relates to our im- 


mortal ſouls, and the life to come: Remember 


that thou 4eep holy the Sabbatk-Day. Iſai. Iviii. 13, 
That thou call the Sabbath a delight; the holy of 
the Lord, and honourable; and that thou 4onour 
lim... .. The day is to be kept holy by ſpending, not 
an hour or two only, but the whole of it, as much as 


may be, in Holy Duties, and by a religious care 


that Children-and Houſeholds do the ſame. Gop 
himſelf has laid this injunction on every Maſter of 
a Family; Remember that thou keep holy the Sabbath< 
Day ; Thou, end thy Son, and thy Daughter, thy Man» 
Servant, and thy Maid-Servant, and the Stranger that 
is within thy Gates, „ 
More particularly, the day is to be ſanQtified, — 


(1) By conſtant and ſerious attendance on Publie 


Worship and Ordinances, (kept abſent by no trifling 
excuſes, either morning or afternoon) ; joining in 


public Prayers and Praiſes, hearing the Ward 
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duty ought to be continu 
Ernal ſalvation of their 


at liberty to fo 


act al Fncgrity. 


„9,9 $oo hes, 


10 


and meditatin 


rayer and wreſtling 


ourers, 


R 


on 


fe of 


the 


eligion 


read and preached, attending the Lord's-Table 
at every opportunity; and by ſolemn preparation 
of the mind beforehand for theſe important exer- 
ciſes....(2) By more than ordinary attention to 
Family- Religion ; not only in reading the Scriptures, 
Prayer and Praiſe, (which muſt be the practice o 
every day); but likewiſe inſtructing Children and 
Houſeholds, requiring an account of what they 
have heard in public, repeating it to them, and 
endeavouring to enforce it on their minds *.... 
(3) By efpecial attention alſo to ſecret duties; 
as Self-Examination, readin 
the Word of Gon, fervent | 
with the Lord, and particularly for the Miniſters 
of 'CarisrT, for an increaſe of faithful Lab 
and for the ſuccefs of their Miniſtry. EE 
Thus, all thoſe perſons who have any ſen 
God and the value of their ſouls, of the miſery of 
their fallen ſtate, and of their want of a Saviour, 
will find they have enough to do on the Lord's- 
PDay, without concerning themſelves with this 
world, purſuing their pleaſures, or waſtin 
-- early hours of it on the bed of ſloth. . . . Was the 
day thus ſtrictly and conſoientiouſſy obſerved, it 
Would appear that there is ſomething more 
d amongſt us, than a Form of Godlineſs and a reli- 
gious Profeſhon.,..Fhe great Jenova nr himſelf hath. 
fanctified it, to be ſpent in his own eſpecial ſervice, 
and the care of the Soul; in ſeeking the know- 
-Jedge and enjoyment of CurirsT's ſalvation, ſpi- 
ritual growth, communion with God, and prepa- 
ration for an everlaſting glorious Sabbath. But 
few, alas! have an heart to improve it for theſe 
Deut. vi 7. Thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy Children..... This 
| attended to by thoſe Parents who deſire the 
ring; and the Evening of the Lord's-Day is 
pecially proper for the performance of it . Ir is hard to ſay what Kind of 
nſciences thaſe Parents poſſeſs, who can at that ſeaſon forſake their own 
onſes upon pretence of Religion, aud leave their Families ur inſtructed and 


low their corrupt inclinations, Strictneſs in Famil 
chief and eſſential part 
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pratiical godlinels; and one of the beſt mark, = 
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purpoſes; moſt men account it a burden, and not 
a delight; and multitudes, both of rich and poor, 


dare to profane it in the moſt groſs and public 


manner. From whence it appears too plainly how 
little of the power of Godlineſs and of true Chriſ- 
tianity exiſts in this Chriſtian and Proteſtant Coun- 


try, and that we are a nation ripening faſt ſor de-. 


ſtruction, and to have our candleſtick removed out 
of its place *. e 


Having conſidered the duty of ſanctiſying the 


Sabbath, as it concerns all in general, I proceed to p 


the ſubject of Sunday-Schools, which are become 
exceeding common in the preſent day; and if pro- 
perly regulated, are of very beneficial conſe- 
quence; but if otherwiſe, can only be confidered 
as a great and growing evil. In what I have now 
to offer on the right Uſe and on the Abuſe of theſe 
Schools, if any ſhould faney or report that my 
meaning is to reflect upon or to cenſure any parti- 
cular Party of profeſſing Chriſtians, they will judge 
very uncharitably and very unjuſtly, - I doubt not 
but ſome of all Parties, have proper ideas of the 


right uſe and intention of ſuch an Inſtitution; and 


J fear ſome of all Parties give. countenance to 
| thoſe abuſes of it, which are beheld with ſorrow, 


and loudly complained of by thofe who are jealous 
+ Mp the honour of God's ſacred day, and wiſh well 


to the ſouls of men, and to the progreſs of ſerious 
Religion. | e 1 315 


Sunday-Schools were firſt begun about fourteen 


„ 1505 in different parts of this kingdom, by 


well-diſpoſed men, who were grieved to ſee many 
of the Children of the Poor wholly neglected by 
their brutiſh Parents, and brought up without 


learning to read, and without, the. leaſt ſenſe of 


Gov and Religion.. .. The defign was, to collect 


ſuch Children as theſe together, merely for the 


* Ezek. xx. 13. My Sabbaths they greatly polluted, Then I ſaid I would 


1 12 — 

5 | apes Ne, 7,5 1, AY 
bt e of training them up in the habit of con- 
* antly attending Public Worſhip, inſtructing them 


in private, and endeavouring, in the mornings and 
evenings, to teach them to read the Bible. Upon 
a flight and ſuperficial view of this ſcheme, ſome 
1 575 1 then had their doubts whether it was 
awful and allowable to go even thus far, and 
whether it was not in ſome degree turning the 
Sabbath into a common day, and ſpending ſome 
parts of it in an improper manner. Other pious 
perſons at that time, though they highly approved 
of the original intention of Sande nnd yet 
expreſſed their apprehenſions, that throug the 
depravity of human nature, they would ſoon Ather 
come to nothing again, or elfe be abuſed for the 
arpoſe of profaning the day by teaching thoſe 
3 of learning which have no relation to the 
Soul of man, or to the future world; ſuch as 
Writing and Accompts, &c. This abuſe has long 
taken place in very many ſituations, and has pro- 
ceeded much further than was at firſt even ſuſpect - 
ed or feared, viz. to produce and to ſanction the 
Neglect of Public Worſhip, either for the moſt 
part or altogether, and to turn the Sabbath almoſt 
entirely into a common day; only changing one 
kind of ſecular employment for another *, So 
that it is high time for all that have any concern 
for the honour of Gop and of his ſacred day, and 
for the ſalvation of Souls, to bear their teſtimony 
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* It js ſaid that both in this and the neighbouring counties, there are various 
$Sunday-Schools, in which atttending the Houſe of God is nearly or wholly out- | 
of uſe, and Writing and Accompts are taught throughout the day; and that | 
ſome of them are frequented by grown young perſons, a00.by the Children gf 
many Parents who are not poor, and of religious Profeſſors; who are ſa 1 
ſtrangely inconſiderate as to ſend them to get ſecular learning, when tber 
oughtt to be along with themſelves at public Ordinances. Such practices muſt 

be very pleaſing to Infidels, and tend to nothing but to bring about the ſame 
Abolition of the Sabbath which has taken place in France. And can thoſe who 
are employed as Teachers, fuppoſe that they are ſpending the Lord's - Day any 
betcer Man if they were in the Loom, or at the Plex 
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againſt ſuch a groſs perverſion of an Inſtitution 
Which was piouſly intended; whether men will hear, 
or whether they will forbear. 7 PRE LE 
The great Gop himſelf having ſanQtified every 
ſeventh day, and required the whole of it to be 
kept holy, whatever tends to promote the Obfer- 
vation of this Duty, is not only lawful, but highly 


laudable. When this is the ſole end of a Sunday- 
School, it deſerves the encouragement, and calls 


for the liberal ſupport of all ranks of men.. .. But 


to anſwer this purpoſe,.....(1) The Children muſt 


be trained up regularly to attend the Houſe of 
Gon....(2) They muſt be catechized and inſtruct- 
ed....(3) They muſt be taught to read the Scrip- 
tures. And....(4) Reſpect muſt be had to thoſe 
only, or chiefly, who are neglected by careleſs 


| Parents, and would otherwiſe be profanely brought 


up. For though there may be no impropriety in 


admitting a few of another deſcription; yet if a 
School conſiſts chiefly or entirely of ſuch as would 


be decently educated without its aid, it is of little 
or no uſe; and ſcarce deſerves the name of a 
Charity. 15 ee EL 


-"Thoſe Sunday-Schools are ilire@t violations of 


the Law of the Sabbath,....(1) Where any kind of 


Learning is taught during the ſeaſon of Public 


Worſhip, and made to ſerve inſtead of it. And 


(2) Where any Inſtructions are given, on __ 


part of the day, which relate only to this world, 


and not immediately to the Soul. . In all ſuch 


_ caſes, both the Teachers and the taught are em- 


| 4 54s in profaning the Lore EN NE of 
| eepin; it holy, and improving it for thes 
ſpiritua eg | ue 
Some plead, th 


But yet this is nothing more than what-ought to be 
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„ that Prayer and other ſpiritual ex- 
erciſes are performed in the School., 80 far is well? 
performed in any common School, every day in the 


. 
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It is often pleaded that theſe Schools are-.very 
w5efal, and that Children are collected together 
from profaning the Sabbath, and taught what may 
be profitable to them in life....To ſpeak plainly ; 
they are collected together from profaning che 
Sabbath in one method, in order that they may 
ofane it in another; and this under a pretence of 
ing uſefully employed, which renders the matter 
the more heinous. They ought to be collected 
together for a very different purpoſe, and to have 
contrary principles inſtilled into their minds... They 
may be taught what is of utility for the preſent 
momentary life; but what has this to do with the 
immortal Spirit, and the Life to come? The day 
is ſet apart for contrary purpoſes; though ſome 
- advocates for this kind of Schools, expreſs them- 
- ſelves as if they thought this world to be every 
thing that is worth attending to....Some gracelets 
and thoughtleſs worldlings fancy themfelves to be 
uſeſully employed on the Lord's-Day, when buſy 
in their Harveſt, or in their Trade, in ſetting their 
men to work, or going Journies, &c. forgetting 
that they have Souls to be cared for in t e fir 
place, that they muſt ſhortly die, and muſt ever- 
| ſaſtiaghy periſh unleſs they ſpeedily obtain an inte- 
reſt in the falvation of ]Jesvs, and are made new 
* ereatures in him....In like manner, ſome pretend 
they are. uſefully empleyed in teaching Writing 
and Accempts on the Lord's-Day, and in directly 
training up Children to follow the praQtices of 
many ungodly Tradeſmen, whoſe method it is, to 
write, to caſt up, and to balance their accounts, 
on that day; juſt as if it was. not equally profane 
to be buſy in the Counting- Houſe. as in. the Shop 
er  Warehouſe......By attending ſome Sunday- 
Schools, Children are even inured. to the habit of 
ug lectig Public Worſhip, and the means of Con- 
verſtom; though. the attendance upon theſe is one 
grand buſineſs of the Chriſtian- Sabbath. And how | 


* 
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. pernicious ſuch an habit is, and how rarely broken 
off, is well known to thoſe who confider the ſtate. 
of the world, and what man is through the Fall. 
There ever have been too many who have lived 
like Atheiſts, in ſeldom or never EY the 
aſſemblies for divine worſhip; and they are ufually . 
ſuch as have been accuſtomed to this kind of habit 
from their Childhood. But through the influence 
of many modern Sunday-Schools, the number of 
theſe practical Atheiſts is likely to increaſe prodi- 
giouſly. Nay, if all Children were to be edu- 
cated according to this method, in the next gene- 
ration Churches and Chapels would be of no ufe; 
but might be demoliſhed, or converted into Store- 
houſes, as is ſaid to be the caſe in a neighbouring 
Nation. 5 | | þ 
It is likewiſe pleaded, that Schools of this ſort 
are approved and encouraged by religious People.... 
For the credit of Religion and the Goſpel, I 
would kope this is not done by many of that cha- 
rater. I have often heard redet People lament 
that the Inſtitution ſhould be ſo grievouſly per- 
verted....Some truly pious perſons, of different 
denominations, may have countenanced the abuſe, 
through inconsideration. A Sunday-School is reekon- 
ed a good thing; and they take it ſör granted that 
every thing muſt be good which is called by that 
name: Whereas according to an old but true 
ſaying, the beſt things when corrupted, become 
the worlt.... And it is certainly the worſt of all, 
when the religious, or thoſe who paſs for ſuch, be- 
come patrons of profaneneſs and irrehgion....:But 
it is very evident, that ſome Profeſſors of Religion, 
in the preſent day, are groſsly ignorant of their 


Bibles, and of the firſt Principles both of 'Chriſtian 


Doctrine and Duty: Nay, and I am ſorry to have 
it to ſay, too many modern Profeſſors are far 
enough from tenderneſs of conſcience and ſtrict- 
neſs in their lives, and particularly with reſpect to 


16 
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obſerving the Sabbath; which they can make uſe 
of for Travelling, Viſiting, &c. as often as it is 
for their convenience or profit; to the great diſ- 
ace: of Religion. It is no wonder then, that 
 Sunday-Schools degenerate from their right uſe, 
all the Country over; and even through the en- 
cCouragement of thoſe who are accounted reli- 
Slous. ; 32 ; LE hf! 5 * 5 
Let none however ſuppoſe that I am ſpeakin 
_ againſt theſe Schools in general. When conducte 
according to the firſt Intention, they are of great 
uſe and importance, Let the only deſign of them 
be the ſpiritual advantage of neglected Children, 
4,3 RS * pe .” © #% - : . p 
by bringing them to religious inſtruction, and to 
aan habit of frequenting the Houſe of Gop with 
[reverence and decency; then they will be Bleſſings 
to the Country Xx. It is for ſuch a School that 
have now to ſolicit your liberal contributions.... 
Indeed I cannot ſtand up to give high encomiums 
_ of. Sunday-Schools without exception, In too 
many of them, the Lord's-Day is perverted to 
1 worldly purpoſes; and I fear they will prove to 
buave been Nurſeries of Irreligion and Infidelity. 
And even in thoſe places where the firſt and pious 
deſign is kept in view, they are very far from be- 
"72 It is'objeQed, that there is not room in the Churches and Chapels to con- 
teig the Children, „There is room, if not in the pews, yet in the aiſles and 
void places; and it would not be any great hardſhip if they were obliged to 
+ Nand during the. whole time of Divine Service.. What are religious Edifices 
intended for, but to be crowded with Worſhippers of all ages? It is notorious 
that Tags of them are very thinly attended. in the a day; which is an 
awful 0 -prevailing-impiety. The blan caſt by ſome upon the Clergy ; 
und 1 fear not without cauſe in many inflatices. But though ſome of the 
-Clergy are negligent, and void of all concern for the converſion of men's 
ſouls, this will not excuſe others in the negle& of the public Duties of Reli- 
gion It is an ineſtimable privilege to have the opportunity of attending ſtatedly 
., where the Word of God and the Doctrines of the Church ot England are 
plainly and faithfully preached. But they who cannot enjoy this privilege, 
ought to attend where _— can, and to educate their Children in the habit of 
frequenting the Houſe of God, and not to live like practical Atheiſts : At the 
fame time they ſhould pray the Lord of the Harveſt to ſend an increafe of 
-_ © faithful Labourers....The Members of the Eſtabliſned Church have this pecu- 
ar advantage, that whatever the Sermon may be, the other part of the Ser- 
Vice is ſuitable for every penitent and believing Soul But their guilt is dou- 
ble, who mo, : 2 Miniſter, and yet will not diligently attend, nor 
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ing ſo extenſively uſeful. as might be wiſhed, Both 
in large Towns and in the Country, multitudes f 
the moſt neglected Children do not attend them at 
all, but are. ſtill in droves: 6penly profaning the 
Sabbath; as I have ſeen, and as others relate. . In 
this place, not one half of the moſt neglected Chil- 
dren attend; though ſome of our Tradeſmen, and 
others, have taken pains to induce them to do it. 
J do not ſpeak thus, to hinder or diſcourage your 
liberality. Some good is done, though not ſo much 
as might be expected. Many Children do attend, 
and are trained in an orderly and decent manner, 


who otherwiſe would not be ſeen in the public _ 


Aſſembly, nor learn to read the Holy Scriptures. 
A confiderable expence is hereby incurred; and I 
truſt none of you need many arguments to excite 
you to contribute freely and abundantly, according 

to your ſeveral abilities. 7e do good and to communi> _ 

cate, forget not; for with such sacrifices, when they _ 

proceed from the Faith and Love of Jesus, God 75 


well pleased... And that the School may be more ge- 5 ; 4 
nerally ufeful in time to come, let me entreat al! 
principal Perſons, Pariſn- Officers, and all who have 


any influence, to uſe their utmoſt endeavours to 
prevail on all ſuch poor Children to attend, who 
are brutiſhly neglected by ungodly | Parents; in 
order to prevent them, if the Lord ſhall grant his 
Bleſſing, from being wholly brought up for Ruin 


and Miſery, both in this World and the next. 


I I conclude with calling to mind the general ſub- 


ject of this. Diſcourſe, and urging it upon the con- 


ſciences of all... God sanctified the seventh Day; and 
he hath, faid, Remember that thou keep it holy... An 
awful proſpect reſpecting the fate ofthis. highly. 
favoured Land, opens before us, when it is conſi- 
dered how few have any due ſenſe of this im- 


portant Duty, of the goodneſs and authority of | by } 


. Gop, and of the value of their own never-dying - 
Souls. Ah! how. many every where, both rich 
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„und poor alike, can abuſe and ſquander away the 
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Sabbath, whenever it ſuits their preſent intereſt, 


1 8 or convenience l... How diſgraceful is 


fuch a practice to the Chriſtian Name; and how 


evident a mark that all thoſe Who are guilty of it, 


are dead in treſpaſſes and ſms, and haſting forward 


vou and I meet before the Judgment - Seat of Christ, 


in the broad way to deſtruction! And is not this 
the character of many in this Aſfembly? 2 48 


= 


It appears then, to how little purpoſe the whole 
Counſel of Gop has been endeavoured to be faith- 


fully declared to you, for ſo many years. You may 


Kill, as heretofore, deſpiſe ſerious admonition, and 


be inclined to turn a deaf ear: But I entreat you, 


as the Friend of your Souls, to confider, that when 


you cannot ſay you were not ſhewn, from time to 
time, the wickedneſs and the miſerable conſe- 


quences of miſpending the Lord's-Day....O repent, 
e Sabbath-Breakers, Drunkards, and thoughtleſs - 
Sinners of every rank, and earneſtly ſue for pardon 


for ever; and dare no more to murder your preci- 


dodus opportunities. er Lech ver e is open, 
0 


| abuſed Sabbaths, and a defpiſed Goſpel, through 
a miſerable Eternity. O lat ye were wise: that ye 


and the arms of a gracious and long-ſuffering Re- 


deemer are extended to embrace returning rebels. 


But if ye ſtill perfiſt, and go on to trample upon his | 
love, be aſſured you will be in a dreadful ſtate 


when you come to die, and will have to lament 


. wnderstood these things; and would contider your latter 


In this large and attentive Congregation, there 


are a conſiderable number, both of my.own ſtated 


Hearers and others, who know the Lord Js8vs by 


faith, and love him in fincerity....Be ye zealous, 


* 


N. 


Brethren beloved of the Lord, on every occafion, 
and in every way, to expreſs your attachment to 
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you, and whoſe dying love many of 8 e this 
day ſolemuly commemorated. at his Table” Live 
to him who died for you; and endeayour.to pro- 
. _ mote his glory, and to ſhew forth his'praiſe....ln an 
eſpecial manner, evidence the ſineerity of your ' 
profeſſion, by ſtrictly ſanctifying the Lord's-Day, 
as duly as it returns, for the honour of Gon, and 
for your ſpiritual improvement; in the uſe of all pub- 
lic means of grace, in ſecret communion with hea- 
ven, and in a religious care of your Families. Let- 
nothing of the World, except what is of unavoid- 
able neceſſity, ever encroach on the facred hoursz_  ._. 
always remembering that when this day ceaſes to 
be ſtrictly obſerved to the Lord, there is an end of 
all ſerious Religion. Thus ye will be preparing 
for, and ſhortly enter upon, an everlaſting Sabbath 
in the Heavens, and there reſt from all Sin and 
Sorrow, and in the complete enjoyment of your 
„Gol ant Saviour. GEESE RTE ge 
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